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·'Lantern Amrtla' 
lights .up.homes in 

Kanpur villflges 
MiS?•:sra=s ,._ 

~--dirk· ----8slrl and 1D IMUDIA· 
v1D181t-Kmpur. 

Noor Jebln 
~ - blr IOlsr i.a-m oil 
blllmlD_,.dlmilDlcal .... 
... 511111111111 ...... 
i .. Jillt .... Ilse_.. DO bust· 
- ~ill Bllrt Dlrlpv and 
......... ,.,..,... villqla lllh\t- dUlk. 

But~ -- ID Noor Jeblm's '°" 
~-..111e-~ 
..... MtMIJ llll We IDllD t)le 

&.-Will •&a.: lloor Jehan 
~I solsr llnlern llhe lends to ......... 
dmti hours al tbe nllbl 
! "'Tiie llOlar lum'n bu cbanpd 
our Uws, • ..,. M.,,. Devi, vlJlaee 
t..i al Bairi Dariyw ·"People here 
Clll 1!111'11 tbelr llvinl even in tbe night 
ml mBe enough to make bQCh ends 
meet.• And irs all became al Noor J&­
bau. wbo 1-naw come to be kDown 
• "Lantern Amma". Noor Jeban -
nlned md belpod by an NGO to belp 
apnad tbe beoeftll al 90lar energ)I 

lrahad, 45, a tailor In the villqe. is 
ll\IOflllc tbe beneftts of solar energy: 
Tiie ~be hires tram Noor Jehan 
bsl llilo-1 him to - clothes till 
lllle nllht hours. Butlel; tbe villagers 
....S to~ en iterollene as a pd· 
mary 80UJ'Ce of llglttlng. 

"Not cinb' do ........ -
......... llr° ......... bat 
U-~ lllld ao bllp •slat 
Jn tnilllllml Olrflrm Jmld llt Dllld.. 
..,..Nlnlb, ..... = ~ 
Ylllace.~ .... llli'W .. 
llrllDtll'lllhllNoar~tl)l!(lli\&· 

Sinlb --- the '1IOlftt llll'cbB­
... "*lwhm .............. ~ 
ID llllllJ m atn two·~ llumll 
lntlle--"Aape-ber-NQm­
.illlml Im M\ ...,un, ll8bl ID tbe 
llwl.ol' ourclllam. It'I ~bow a 
poor llllllnle -··emirt 11 lilbil 
lnlO en._..,tnc tile tbtUl'a - our 
dllldnn, • .,. Slnl!L 

Noor ~ 9QI sbe dlal'llll. a 
mombJ1 rmtal ila.tlllalllDMlnlu4 • 
- arcMlll4 lb 5,000 eadl lllQlllll 
tbr the 50 llml8ml liwrl to bar by Ille 
NGQ. "lartler, I l1ll!d ID aarn RI JO to 
RI 1$ by wwtdlla lllriCa1Dlrsl Biid&. But,._..., h~·· c1..a11, a­
~ impmlb1o. as I didn't ~ a 
llOID'lll! al IDCame to ral8e ll\'9 -
md a cl8usblll: ~ llfter ·8111> 
port trom the NOO, DOI oaly I baw 
llarled llllllllll& 1111 ~ but I 
have slartad lm4fnl my grmllon to 
scboo~,"lllaaallt. 

On Novmabel' .. :1115. the entire 
NClcm celelll'lllld ~ Noor .Jeban 
waspnlledllyPtlmelllnlaUI' Mum· 
dra Modi In bfs 'MMD Ki llallt'. 

Kiaban, a vllJacer said, "We feel 
pmad and ~ that the Prime 
Mlnlat*tookd*.,_al Noor.Jeban 
md inbed bor work. It is a morale 
boo&lel:" . 

. Noor Jeban's customen are In· 
creasq ·With eech passing. dQ 81 
half of the vlllagen have no acce&S 
to electr1eltx end the others get only 
sporadic powes: 

"The..,.... lamp Is WW')' meful md 
bel1er tlian otberaptlons," ""'Hanlf, 
a medicine &bop owner in Bair! "-YI 
vmace. "" has - to electrlc1ty In 
bis 'rillale. but 119 the solar lantern 
wben !bin Is a IJOW9' breakdown. 

Noor Jeban'• 90ll Shamshad told 
TOI that many tmchen were also hlr· 
Ing solar lanterns every day to run 
coacb1ng cla$&e8 In their village in 
the evenings. 

Solar po-Wtr· h~lp~·' VilJ.agers· keep 
their coql: in KanB.auj district 
MISJ7 'flla ... ,_ 

.=
~be a case ol owns'• ..... ~ 

nellhbours' ftlWl\ 11at residents or 
-~--- anno)'9d 11*8 - by Ille. fft. qaent dlarupllona Ill power supplj UD· 

like lheir COUDterperla In nei8hbow' 
in1 villages.• A mint-eolar .,._ arid 
pat up by I.be SP 1DO..-nmmt In lbelr 
vWaces is belpin& them keep tllan 
a.p their coo11n an kinda or..-. 

The mini-solar power grid, with a 
capacity of 250 kilowatt, had started 
functioning after Mlnlle Man and 

• former president of lndla APJ Ab­
dul Kalam Azad inau1uratec1 tba 
flnt-ever such state project In Uttar 
Pradesh OD July 7, 2016. . 

"Since then. tblnp are golna 
smoothly In our villqe. Our elec­
trlcity consumption through con· 
ventlonal sources ha& reduced con· 
sider11bly." says Dildar Ali, a dally 
wage labourer in Fakirpura village. 

The power plant Installed ln the 
fields of Rajendra has l,000 solar 
panels. A dual Power converter, 

alona with 10 batteries or too am· 
pere-hours (AH) capacity each, man-

qes the ~ .suPPIJ tapped ft-om 
.the solar panels.· The conYft't8r, on 
Jbe one bud. dlJlrfllll&es power to 
Ille 9f1.u.IJ511111t and, Oil lbe otller, 
dlu'llll tlle bllttwlee ~ the '6lar ..... 

Darlnl lbe ~ tlle power plant 
feeds llo-. Durln& the nllbt. the 
converter tallel Over and energizes 
lulusM bJ draw1Dg pciwer rrom lbe 
batterlee. 

Tbere'e palpable ucltament 
amona the ~ lllaaers sluce tbe 901.aJ' 
panela arrived a year ago. Not just 
for Dildar Ali, life baa been traos­
fonnad for the %,500-odd realdents or 
Cbandubar and Faklrpur ~ Babosl 
Gram Sabha with the Installation 
of the 80lar·powered mlcro-lrld. 
brinalnl tbem llgllt · and power for 
all tbelr daily needs after yean sans 
electrlcllJI 

"we now have LED li1hts and 
bulbs, wblcb reduces our total con· 
sumptlon, thereby helping ua flnan· 
cially," beams Sajlb All. "Now my 
house is fully solar powered and en­
ergy is available 24 hours." 

East UP vilages 
tapsolarpowa 
to .... tlii .... ............ ,_ 

B,enft ti~ for,_.., a lllt\ 
vllla&a In llMclhartlulqar cllaltrh;i 
Ill eaterti Ultllr hiillesii • . ..mi 

116l--.rtoJalntbe~mod 
ll'll WWld, cb8rllBI tlllh' mollOe,.... 
wlllJ....Ullllar...._..lnaW•bl 
llll~llle---..tlllalalllvlJlala. I ... ~~•Dlliional=~ a-.n.i11a1ear AJim. Orlilll 
la ... dlltr1d,..,., ... walled ... )Wn 

Ir llectdcllll bat - ...... =· --·--alllltta ... Almoat Ill" '11 Ille Ylllil8ln "81111 • _moblle.,... Bm'81; W-tolltCIUI 
~dmpdlloar~tae~ 
lllOlt Ill the people haft boaellt sallr llm· 
'81111 lilthbatterlee to do ft. 

S&J'l .SUnlta (18) d Laoo ._ yWq 
al AllCm'll Gnm l'allcllQat. "Bllctril 
ballll _..a *-DI lir .. Olllll, llat "*! 

.......... ,a; ••• ii ................... ....... _ .............. ...... 
no more • I cm 1llllt ap my -... Wldi 
um bulb8 uatna ..,Jar eD8l'llJ r -teci 
to lludll bat my i-renta couldn't Hiid mi 
to acllool. ,Now. rm learnllll I.be Htndl aJ'. 
pbabet with I.be help aC my mobile pb 
wblcb r c11up ua1ng 1111ar 11a11a11ee. • 

•1 want to write llDries al my vii 
..... tea PbotolNPbl oC our ·bofue! 
and make them amlable fbr others .• 
them tbrougb Ille Internet,. eaYa SUntta, 
Her vllla8e. Laoo Kluloo. la dominated h~ 
the 1'1181 commanll)I Many al tbeln an 
r..,_.., and are still waiting for rqulaJ 

. power llllPJll}t 
In RmliPlbar Tola Vlllale oC UW 

Bazar UMD arec In SidcRw"llmapr, all 
I.be people run "buals" (bone cans) 
to I.Wry bricks ror kilnl in the area. AJ, 
though electric poles were Installed In thE 
v111aae one-and•·balf·)'l!lll'S 880. lbere i1 
still no _.,.. !lllpply In tile vlll88P. Tiu 
people oC the VW.. wort< for sb month£ 
and rest at bcmle for the other •II monlbs 
as the kiln runs for only six moatbl. 

Most of the villagers in Rangdhru 
Tola, however, have mobile jlhonei 
and use solar lxltterles to charp them 
Nooruddln (35) says, "Earlier, we use tc 
Ugllt our village with kerosene oil. bU1 
now solar lights have become common ill 
the village.• 
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