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In the past decade five fatal earthquakes have occurred in India, a factor of four increase over the preceding century. The Garhwal Himalaya was rocked  by Chamoli earthquake of   Ms 6.5 (mb =6.8) on March 29, 1999 with epicentre in the Alaknanda valley. The Bhuj earthquake of Ms7.7 (USGS) occurred on January 26, 2001 within the Kachchh peninsula near India's western coast and was felt over the whole Indian subcontinent more recently. The Bhuj earthquake occurred far from the edge of the Indian Plate and quite close to the epicentre of Mw7.7 earthquake that occurred in 1819 creating famous Allah Bund. Both Chamoli and Bhuj earthquakes were postdicted by correlation of radon anomalies recorded at Palampur in the soil-gas and groundwater, which is about 393 and 1226 km from respective earthquake epicentres.  The radon anomaly was recorded simultaneously in both the media on 27th March 1999, two days before the occurrence of Chamoli earthquake.  Similarly, radon anomaly has been recorded in both the media on 22nd January  2001, four days before the Bhuj earthquake. The recording of radon anomalies for both the Chamoli and Bhuj earthquakes establishes the efficacy of radon as an earthquake precursor.   

