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Abstract

The manufacturing methedelogy employed @ construct e main hody of the Delhi
iron pillar Bas been slucidated by crilically comparing the vertical and horizenial
methods ol forging. Several aspects of the manufactuing methadolozy (hammeri
sating, use of inserte, use of dics, handling and surface finishingd heve been
enssed, The addition of fatvened iron lumps an ta the side of the pillar with the pillar
placed in the harizontal direction appears (o be the Bkely method of munufacture,
The nge of hand-held hammers Tor the forging opecation is also indicated. Visual evie
dence and suppet for the use of horizontal Torging technique have been provided and
discuzsed in the text. The possible method of handling the pillar during che mamifac
turing stage has also been hypothesized, Horizantal sand vertical mation of the pillar
during mann Gucluzing must & heen perfarmed with the vae of hondling clamps on
the pillar, while rorational moticen (and alse handling of the pillar st have been id-
ed Ity the nee of rotating pegs inserted in the bottom and top cross sections of the uil
lar, also on the sides of the pillar. Tn the inal stage, the cxposed susFace has been
provided the smooth finish and taper by chiseling and busnishing.
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damagck an the pillar indicace tha it was comn

The dron pillar cucrently situated in the Guw-
wat-ul-lslam mosgue (Fiz, 13 near the Queah
Reliman at Mew Dielhi Bias been the focus of atres-
tien of archeomelallurgises and carrosion wech-
nolemists for s lomg time due o e excellend cor
Tosion resistance. Sanskeit inscriptions ¢wrhich
are clearly visible with o signs of corvosion

mizsioned by one king Chandre 1o com-
memerste his victories and wes eriginally
crectel as o gerwdstam®h inoo Vishno temple
somtewhere in Nocth Indiat™? There are several
histarical™,  archacological®  and  wimis-
matictS evidence o point thar this king was
Chandragupta Vikramaditea 11 {75415 a.n,),
ane of the imporian, monarchs of the Gupta




