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Identity of Chandra and Fishnupadagivi of the Delhi Iron Pillar
Inscription: Numisinalic, Archacological and Literary Evidences
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ABRSTRALCT

The eldest Sanskrit inseription inseribed on the Delhi jron pillar states chat che pil-
lar was constructed by King Chondra, The translation of the iEcriplian is firse critical-
Iy addressed. After reviewing the early commentorics an (he ientivy of Cfadre, con-
clusive nuimismatic evidences have been presented Lo show that the identification of
Chamdra with the Gupla monarch Chandragupta 11 Vikramaditva poses the least con-
tradictions. Lvidences have also been previded, for the s time, 1o identily
Udayapiri as.the original location Fishampadagied of the iron pillar,
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L. Intreduction

The irom pillar locaced at the Quinb Minar
cemplex in Mew Delhi (Fig, 1 has wotracted
the atteation of archacelopists and archapp-
metallureises die o s eocellenn resislance 1o
Uhe comstruetion af this pillar is a
marvelous engineering achicvemen! consider-
img that it wis manutactured by Forpe-welding
about 1600 years a0, There are many inserip-
tions inscribed on the Delli icon pillar®, The
oldest and largest among these inseriprions is o
six-line three-slansa inseription in Sanskrit
which states thar the pillar was ereeted by one
king Changra, Several theories have been
proposed (o ddentity this mysterious person
Chandra. The present paper will Tacus on the

age-ald problem of identilving this king G-
dra by analyzing crivieally the available ovi-
denee anid providing aew evidence. The sceaned
aim af the paper is w identife the original leca-
tion  Fisfwogpeadagivi of the pillar. The iden
tification of Chatidre would provide the cor-
rect age of the pillar while the identilication of
Vesferitipactugied would provide details aboul
the atmospheric environment the pillar was
originally exposed to, Therefore, the analysis
of the epitaph certainly has an indirect bearing
on the techmical aspects of corrosion af (he
pillar.

The iron pillar was constructed during the
rule of the imperial Guptas in aneient India.
On palacopraphic grounds {ie. based on the
nature of the characiers of the Brahmi seript),




