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THE ORIGINAL IMAGE ATOP
THE DELHI IRON PILLAR
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(Recebved | Aped 2003, rawised 35 March 2004)

A regonstruction of the image that ariginally crowned the Dethi
irom pillar is presented. The paper Girst addresses the nature of the capital
tat once ceownted a pillas on the nerthern Billkep sl Udayagin and concludes
thart 3¢ reproesents & saksatra-cafra The co-relation betwesn the Delhi iran
pillar, orzginally evected al “Visnupadagiet', and the hilltop pillar ac Udayagiri
has Been uilized to propose that the ivon pillar sarried & cabes as well. The
shipe of the copital’s top surface indicates that the eakea was it vertically
ana Nal circular base, This was subsequently welded on 1o the top of the
evlindor, around wl

ch the campongnis of the decorative bell capital wers

shrunk £t The striking similarities betweeen the iron pillar’s hox pedestal
and the support for Vignu's cebeo depicted 1o the left of the entrance 1o
Udawagiri's Cave 6 have been pointed out. The paper conclisdes that the
Delhi dron pillar orig,
digmeter and 2" thick.

lly carried a wheel-like disc of approximately 207
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INTRODUCTION

The Delhi ivon pillar {also knewn as the Mehrauli ivon pillar) bas been
a major attractien for histovians, archaeolopists, metallurgists and corrosion
seientists due primarily wits antiquity, engineering and exceptional resistance
lo atmospheric corresion. The koown [aels about the Delht iron pillar have
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