
Is this the best way to teach English?

I would like to operate as the devil's advocate to this course and offer the following
points in criticism, some of which are serious unless defended adequately.

1. The  large-font  dramatic  opening  line  itself  is  a  completely  subjective
viewpoint,   because  it  does  not  seem  to  be  supported  by  a  systematic
sampling and quantification of the linguistic aptitude of the population, nor by
any scholastic opinion about what standard of proficiency in English is to be
treated as weak, poor, wrong etc.

2. A similar objection may be raised to the analysis of the reasons of functional
illiteracy of educated Indians.  For that matter, why Indians only, foreigners
are perhaps no better.

3. Autonomy in adulthood is not always an impediment, sometimes it helps too.

4. The irony behind “Reluctance to spend futile effort” seems to be completely
lost. Why should I be eager to spend useless effort?

5. Do you really expect 30-year old rising professionals to spend their valuable
time to learn English from you and then teach their children?

6. I wonder who are these English-confident people who are in doubt about their
proficiency and would like to be confirmed by a professor of engineering!

7. I hope to be able to figure out the criteria of significant “improvement”, i.e.
aptitude in September minus aptitude in June, as the course proceeds.

8. I do not like the idea of teaching one language through another. In fact, the
very idea of teaching a language through distance education is awkward!

9. How can a teaching scheme be designed for beginners and still be interesting
to people with reasonably good background?

From a somewhat outside glance, this course seems to be the result of genuine and
passionate  efforts  of  a  group  of  dedicated  teachers  with  an  academically
respectable and capable speaker as the front face. It seems they could not manage
an English teacher of that social stature.  Still, I would like it to succeed and impart
good English training to Indians and foreigners alike – even Englishmen.

That is the reason why I am offering some points in criticism.  A review is worthless
unless it compels the original authors to deeply ponder on their work, and improve.


