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Objectives
‘Globalisation’ perhaps is one of the most debated and contested concept of the
contemporary times. As we are living in an era of unprecedented economic, political
and social interconnections there is a need to re-examine our assumptions about social
and economic organization. The purpose of the course is to study the concept of
globalisation and develop a multi- faceted understanding of it. The course will focus
on the role of Corporations as drivers of the contemporary wave of globalisation. It
would also examine the changing role of State, especially in the framework of state -
corporation relations, both in the context of the developed economies as well as the
third world. Further it would attempt to situate the significance of global institutions
like the IMF and the WTO in the Corporation vs. State debate on the one hand and the
tension between the interests of the developed countries and the third world on the
other. The course proposes to develop a historical understanding of the present wave
of globalisation by delving into the evolution of capitalism from its early mercantilist
phase, to the industrial phase and finally to its present finance capitalism phase. It will
also discuss the contradictions of globalisation – prosperity vs. poverty, growth vs.
underdevelopment and the underlying reasons for the same. Finally the course will
endeavour to evaluate some alternate forms of globalisation which have the
possibility of going beyond the problems of the current form of globalisation. The
course will adopt a multi-disciplinary approach in developing an understanding of the
dominant theories and concepts.

Classes
Learning in the class will primarily happen though discussions amongst the
participants and not through ‘lecture’ by the instructor. This will require that the
student goes through the assigned readings and analyses them preferably in small
groups, and comes prepared with his/ her analysis for a presentation in the class.
Readings may also be assigned to specific groups for presentations. I can always ask
you to make a presentation even if it is not assigned to you. It becomes everybody’s
responsibility to get into a constructive dialogue instead of expecting a particular
individual to be the provider of ‘solutions’. A constructive dialogue means not only to
speak, but also listen carefully and draw out some of the relatively quieter colleagues.
This is not a course on oratory and hence what matters is quality of your participation
- in speaking, listening, explaining and critiquing. The way the course is conceived,
there can not be almost any learning without class participation. Hence in normal
circumstances I expect you to be present in all the classes. If for special reasons you
are not able to attend a particular class, I expect you to explain it in writing. If you
miss more than three sessions then it will invite negative weightage as it is not only
that you are not attending the class as an individual but you are also depriving the rest
of the class from your views and analyses. If you are coming to a class it is expected
that you have prepared assigned reading and are ready with your case-analysis. The
assigned readings is ony the beginning point.

I expect you to do whole lot of activities and preparation in groups. So please make
groups of 2 right after the first class as per your choice.
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Evaluation
Class Participation & Presentations (30%)
As already explained class participation is a fundamental part of learning in the course. The
purpose of class presentations is to initiate the discussion on the reading/ case. The
presentation may be done by a group. Please come prepared with your presentation and only
present your analysis in not more than 10 minutes. I expect each group to make two
presentations and submit a written analysis before the class. I would prefer if you inform me
in advance in case you want to make a presentation in a particular session.

Two Project Reports (I - 40%, II – 30%)
The broad theme of the first project will be Global within the Local. In this I want you to look
for examples of globalisation around you – in IIT, Kalyanpur, Kanpur or whatever other way
you may define the ‘local’. I expect you to look at your subject from some of the theoretical
frameworks that we will discuss in the class and come up with your understanding and
analysis. I expect you to do weekly work on the project and be in continuous touch with me.
The evaluation will have three components: project proposal (second week) – 5%, interim
report (fifth week) – 10%, final report (eighth week) - 25%.

The second project will be on the broad theme of Alternatives of the Present Form of
Globalisation. I expect you to take up some facet of the limitations of globalisation that we
discuss in the class and work on the possibilities to transcend those limitations. For this you
can pick up a hypothetical situation or a concrete experiment to examine, analyse and
develop. You should apply some of the ideas that we will discuss in the later part of the
course. The evaluation will have three components: project proposal – 5%, interim
presentation – 5%, final report - 20%.

This is my suggested scheme for evaluation, if any individual wants it to be specific to her
needs s/he is free to suggest alternatives.

Schedule
Project proposal I Mon, 14th Aug. Interim report I Fri, 8th Sep.
Final report I Fri, 29th Sep. Project prop. II Mon, 9th Oct.
Interim presentation Fri, 27th Oct. Final report II Fri, 17th Nov.
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CLASS SCHEDULE

SESSION DETAILS
Note: All the italicised cases/ readings are assigned for class presentations and
discussion.

Introduction: What is Globalisation?
I Read: Course Outline

Approaching Human Phenomena: A methodological note
In class exercise
Make groups

II Film: Wal-Mart: High cost of low price
Read: The Lexus and the Olive Tree (Friedman, 2000)

Corporation
III Case: Nike and its third-world factories (Litvin, 2004)

Read: Illusions of the Cloud Minders (Korten, 1998)

IV, V Case: United Fruit Co. (Litvin, 2004)
Read: Rise of Corporate Power in America (Korten, 1998)

Posco Venture (The Hindu, Aug. 23, 2005)

Multilateral Institutions
VI, VII, VIII Read: Structural Design of Multilateral Institutions

(Boas & McNeil, 2003)
Broken Promises (Stiglitz, 2003)
Freedom to Choose?(Stiglitz, 2003)

Development and Globalisation
IX, X Case: The South Manchuria Railway Co. (Litvin, 2004)

Read: The Growth Illusion (Korten, 1998)
Privatising Water Supply (The Hindu, Sep. 28, 2005)

Film: Narmada Diary
Read: Adjusting the Poor (Korten, 1998)

Confessions of an Economic Hit Man: prologue (Perkins, 2006)

Nation State
XI, XII Case: Aramco and the Saudi Arabia (Litvin, 2004)

Read: Jihad vs. McWorld: Introduction (Barber, 1996)
Policy Space in Historical Perspective with Special reference
to Trade and Indutrial Policies (Chang, EPW, Feb. 18, ’06)
Iraqi “Freedom” – Corporate Style (IFG< 2002)
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Globalisation of Finance
XIII, XIV Film: Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room

Read: The Money Game, Predatory Finance (Korten, 1998)
The Weightless Economy (Rifkin, 2000)

Agriculture & Environment
XV Guest: Mr. Devinder Sharma(http://www.dsharma.net/) 21st Sep. 2006

Read: Trade Liberalisation in Agriculture (Sharma, 2005)
XVI Read: One Atmosphere (Singer, 2002)

Working Classes
XVII Case: Han Young (Bacon, 2004)

Read: Malls of the few, chawls of the many – Sainath

Gender
XVIII Case: Maid to Order (Ehrenich & Hochschild, 2002)

Media & Culture
XIX Case: Rupert Murdoch in China and India (Litvin, 2004)

Read: Television and MTV: McWorld’s Noisy Soul (Barber, 1996)

XX Political Economy of Globalisation
Reading to be announced

XXI Interim Project Presentations

Possibilities beyond the Present Global Order

XXII Read: Reclaiming the Commons: what should be off limits to
globalization? (Cavanagh & Manader, 2004)

XXIII Case: Free Software: Freedom and Cooperation (Stallman, 2002)

XXIV Read: Subsidiarity: Recalling power from the global (Cavanagh &
Manader, 2004)

Case: Dabbawallahs of Mumbai

XXV Read: Alternative Operating Systems: Agri, media & people’s
Initiative (Cavanagh & Manader, 2004)

XXVI Case: Banker to the Poor p 3-26 & 213 – 236 (Yunus, 1998)
Mosquito Control Vietnamese Style, Hindu, Delhi, Oct. 03, ‘06

XXVII Read: Corporate Structure and Power (Cavanagh & Manader, 2004)
Case: Mondragon

XXVIII Read: New International Structures (Cavanagh & Manader, 2004)
Case: Making the Impossible Possible
Film: Venezuela Bolivariana
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