FOUNTAIN EFFECT DEPRESSION BEFORE THE STRONG EARTHQUAKES IN LOW LATITUDE AREAS.
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During last few years the physical model of seismo-ionospheric coupling was created (Pulinets et al., 1998 a, 2000, 2002). The emanations from the earth's crust change locally the parameters of electric circuit between the ground and ionosphere which is the part of the global electric circuit. The additional anomalous currents and electric fields cause the variations of electron concentration within the ionosphere, which could be registered experimentally (Pulinets, 1998). Within the frame of this conception the low latitude and equatorial ionosphere stands aloof. The recent strong earthquakes at Taiwan gave opportunity to reveal the specific features of ionospheric precursors of strong earthquakes when the earthquake epicenter is inside the equatorial anomaly region (Liu et al., 2000; Chuo et al., 2002). The all these features were summarized by Pulinets and Legen'ka (2002). The main conclusion is that contrary to the middle latitude ionosphere where the seismic precursors before the shock appears only over the future epicenter area, the equatorial anomaly reacts on the earthquake preparation as a whole structure. It expresses in following effects: increase or decrease of the equatorial anomaly development (relation between the critical frequency in the crest and trough of the anomaly) in comparison with the undisturbed conditions, latitudinal position of the crest changes. These changes are some function of the local time (Pulinets et al., 1998 b). Of cause, these changes happen in equatorial ionosphere not globally, but in some longitudinal interval. The topside sounding data show that this interval for strong earthquakes (M>6) could be as large as 30( (Pulinets and Legen'ka, 2003). 

